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Letter From the Editor 

Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm. 
~ Churchill 

We are all very disappointed with the many grammatical errors 
in the September issue of the Talon Digest. And yes, we DO 
know the “i before e except after c rule.” This is certainly not 
an excuse for our oversight, but we were so excited to intro- 
duce the new Talon Digest format that we didn’t even notice 
the errors although we proofed it several times — sometimes 
you can just be too close to the work. The most egregious 
errors have been cleaned up in the electronic version available at www.talonnews360.net . Of 
course we expect to commit other errors of commission as we push for excellence, creativity, 
and innovativeness in our publications so we appreciate your continued watchful eye and sup- 
port. But to assure that we don’t suffer from this calamity again we will begin the practice of 
having a fresh set of eyes (someone who hasn’t worked on the issue) check the final press run 
or even try reading it backwards — an old trick suggested by Snorgrass. We accept that this is 
our fault and will make every effort for it not to happen again. We certainly hope you like the 
new format as much as we do and we’re excited about this “PEACE” issue. Plus, we expect 
you’ll be reading it closely, . . . btw we don’t recommend that backwards thing unless you’re 
sitting down. We welcome all volunteers, just email me at talon@avila.edu. 

Enthusiastically, 

E md&es B Ccklemcwv cvnd/ th& Talon/ T&cww 



Editorial Policy n 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by 
| students of Avila University. Opinions ex- i 

pressed are those of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Talon News 
Staff, the Trustees, administration, faculty, 
or staff of the University. The Talon News 
| Magazine encourages letters to the editor. i 

I These may be submitted electronically or I 

in writing and should include the writer’s 
name, address, and telephone numbers for 
verification purposes. Letters can be mailed 
to the Talon News Magazine Editor, Avila 
I University, 11901 Womall Road, Kansas I 

City, MO 64145. The Talon reserves the 
right to edit letters for reasons of space, 
clarity, or inappropriate language. Copies 
of the Talon News Network Operational 
' Guidelines may be requested by writing to ' 

the above referenced address. 

l j 
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Self Defense for Women 
interactive Demo 

When: November 9th 

Where: Whitfield Conference Room 

Time: 4:30-5:30 

Instructor James Mccrory will be providing 
women with useful techniques to defend 
themselves if found in a difficult situation. 
These techniques are easy and quick 
to learn. Come in comfortable clothes 
because it is interactive. 

This session is open 
to all students, faculty 
and staff!!! Event 
is sponsored by 
SisterHeart and Peach 
student organizations. 







Campus Ministry reaches out to 
Marines overseas b v m D e pn Mt 



September 26 marked the first day of 
Campus Ministry’s Operation Santa. Operation 
Santa , sponsored by the Ministry’s Service 
Pillar, aims to provide supplies to Marines 
stationed overseas. 

Third year nursing student, Brittany Rose, 
is heading Operation Santa. 'We tried to do 
this last year but the funding wasn’t there. 
We just decided we were 
definitely going to find out 
how to do it this year,” 
explained Rose. 

Operation Santa is in co- 
operation with the Marine 
Corps Family Foundation. 

The MCFF was created 
in 2004. It had began as a 
small outreach project and 
developed into a national 
project. Operation Santa is 
the charitable organization’s 
largest project. 

“To be honest, I am not 
sure what first drew me to it. 

I just felt pulled in that direction and that I 
need to do something,” admitted Rose. 

Operation Santa focuses on providing each 
Marine with a gift for the holiday season. 
Donations are crucial in making sure each 
service member receives a Christmas stock- 
ing. 

Items needed for the stockings include 
non-perishable food items, eye drops, tooth 
brushes, and tooth paste. Also needed are 
items that are not necessities: magazines, pa- 
perback books, notepads, CDs, and DVDs. 

Co-leading the project with Rose is first 
year student, Rebecca Molner. 

Molner understands that Operation Santa 
does more then provide supplies. It shows 
appreciation. “We need to make sure they 
know we care about them and appreciate 
them putting their lives on the line,” said 



Molner. “It will make them feel better 
knowing that someone cares about them 
and someone has them in their minds.” 
Fellow Campus Ministry member, Rachael 
Beard, is also working hard to contribute to 
this project. Beard, whose own boyfriend is 
at basic training, has been collecting letters 
written by Avila students. These letters will 
be added to the Marines’ stock- 
ings. 

“These letters can make a 
huge difference for the Ma- 
rines,” shared Beard. “Some of 
them nay not have someone to 
receive a letter from. Your letter 
could make their day.” 

Operation Santa will last for a 
full month, ending on October 
26. 

“We have to collect [items] in 
enough time. . .to get [every- 
thing] packaged and shipped 
over there for the holidays,” 
said Molner. Once Operation 
Santa ends, the items will be sent to a MCFF 
branch in Springfield. The branch in Spring- 
field will then sort through the items and 
make sure each soldiers gets a full stocking. 

Rose and the Campus Ministry is calling 
upon the Avila community, encouraging 
them to contribute to this service project. 
“They are over there for us and we are col- 
lecting as much as we can,” concluded Rose. 
“And if you think what you are giving isn’t 
enough, know every little bit helps.” 

There is an Operation Santa donations box 
in the library. Items and letters can be 
placed in the box between now and October 
26. 

For more information about Operation Santa 
and the items needed, email Brittany Rose or 
Rebecca Molner. 
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A Peace To Be F 



By Liz Carroll 

Two weeks ago, Avila University celebrated 
Peace Week. There were numerous events 
(Peace Fair, Ethnic Food and Culture Cel- 
ebration) held that emphasized and educated 
students about peace. 

The event I found to be most educa- 
tional was the film screening of “Encounter 
Point.” Directed by Ronit Avni, “Encounter 
Point” is a documentary released in 2006 
about Israeli and Palestinian relations and 
the war that they have been fighting. It steps 
back to a take a look behind the media, what 
we as outsiders do not see. It is remarkable 
what we do not know because the media 
wants to focus on all of the negative aspects. 

The story follows members of the Be- 
reaved Families Forum, an organization of 
Israeli and Palestinian people who have lost 
loved ones due to the ongoing war. They 
have come together to share their pain and 
search for a peaceful way to live among 
one another. In what could be one of the 
largest grassroots campaigns in history, the 
Bereaved Families Forum face dangerous 
scenarios as they work towards something 
very few people in their country believe in. 

One Palestinian they followed, Ali Abu 
Awwad, had been wounded and imprisoned, 
but still fought continued to fight for peace 
after his brother had been killed by an Israeli 
soldier. When visiting his nephew at the 
Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation, 
he was able to speak with other wounded 
Palestinian civilians. One man said, “We 
are just civilians, and they still shot at us.” 
Another boy said, ‘We don’t want peace. 

We must have resistance and war.” Awwad 
replied, “I don’t differ from you, but the 
form of my resistance is difference. Think 



about it. A just 
cause like ours is 
now being called 
terrorism. We’ve 
never been terror- 
ists, but today you 
must convince the 
world that you are 
not.” 

Israeli Tzvika 
Shahak and his 
wife joined 
the Bereaved 
Families Forum 
after his fifteen 
year old daugh- 
ter was killed 
in a Palestinian 
suicide bombing 
in Tel Aviv. After 
speaking with 
George Sa’adeh, 
a Palestinian who 
lost his twelve 
year old daughter during a violent shooting, 
Shahak said “There were many things that 
touched me. We see that there are Palestin- 
ians who suffered a lot, who lost children, 
and still believe in the peace process and in 
reconciliation. If we who lost what is most 
precious can talk to each other, and look 
forward to a better future, then everyone 
else must do so too.” 

These are just a few of the characters in 
the film. There are so many more, all with 
heartbreaking stories. Yet they choose to 
overcome by fighting for peace. “Encounter 
Point” is an inspiring, must-see documen- 
tary. 




Reckoned With 




Avila President, 
Ron Slepitza 
speaks with 
guests and 
students at 
screening of 
Encounter Point 



reelH 

DIALOGUE 

BRIDGING CULTURES 
THROUGH FILM 
Presents 

FREE FILM SCREENING 



2006 *twot wyond srri canned 
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Metta World Peace? 



By Kelby Phelps 

On 

September 
16, 2011, 
Ron Artest 
officially be- 
came known 
as Metta 
World Peace. 
Surprised? 
You never 
know what 
to expect of 
the 12 year veteran who has a laundry list 
of suspensions, legal charges, and desperate 
acts for attention. The name change itself 
may not be a surprise, but the meaning be- 
hind the name definitely needs an explana- 
tion due to Artest’s violent nature, both on 
and off the court. 

“Metta is going to be the first name and it 
means like friendship, love and kindness,” 
Artest told Stephen A. Smith on 710 ES- 
PNLA earlier this month. “World Peace is 
going to be the last name, so everybody can 
get ready to buy their World Peace jerseys.” 

The name choice is quite interesting due to 
his past of being suspended from the NBA 
at least 14 times and having multiple domes- 
tic charges brought against him during his 
NBA career. So is this just a publicity stunt 
to see how many ‘World Peace” jerseys 
he can sell? Artest isn’t the first person to 
change their name for publicity. 

Chad Ochocinco, formally Chad John- 
son, changed his last name in 2006 to 85 
in Spanish (85 would have been ochenta y 
cinco). Ochocinco’s reasoning for changing 
his name was to honor Hispanic Heritage 
month, but most people believe the publicity 
was the determining factor. 

Another NBA player used a similar name 
change as Artest, but the meaning was quite 
different. Lloyd B. Free received his nick- 



name from his basketball skills. The All-Star, 
was often called “All World” due to his styl- 
ish play and alleged 44-inch vertical jump. 

In 1980 the name change became official. 
Lloyd B. Free was now World B. Free. 

One of the greatest athletes of all-time 
even went through a name change. Muham- 
mad Ali, formerly Cassius Clay, was given 
his name after joining the Nation of Islam. 
Elijah Muhammad, the leader of the sect 
Clay joined, gave him the name change after 
he declared the name Cassius Clay had no 
“divine meaning.” Muhammad meant one 
worthy of praise, and Ali was a name of a 
cousin of the prophets. 

Though name changes are nothing new in 
sports, the reasoning behind them is always 
is the most intriguing. Whether for more 
face time and interviews or just adopting 
the nickname that you are known by, there 
is always a reason behind the change. Ron 
Artest’s purpose was for “personal reasons.” 
Is this just another egotistical athlete trying 
anything to become more popular? Or his 
way of saying that the obscene gestures 
made to the crowds and the violence on and 
off the court he has been suspended for in 
the past is all behind him? We may never 
truly know. All he left us with was, “. . .so 
everybody can get ready to buy their World 
Peace jerseys.” Are you going to have one? 
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“Hot Apps” 

By James Chapman 



Geocaching: A very 
under- the -radar ap- 
plication that is very 
fun on the nights 
you have nothing 
to do. It is an adult 
scavenger hunt that 
is done by everyone 
in the neighborhood. 
Very fun, highly 
recommend. 




Words with 
Friends: A fun 
word game for 
anyone to en- 
joy, but can be 
addicting when 
playing against 
your friends. 
App works 
great and is set 
up well. 




In Living Color 

By Kelby Phelps 




The United States Postal Service announced 
the 26th of September that they would 
change their rule regarding living people be- 
ing placed on stamps. Previously the rule was 
that a person must have been deceased for at 
lesast five years before being considered to be 
placed on a stamp. This new move is to help 
the struggling company gain more revenue 
from a younger audience who has moved to 
using e-mail as their most used form of com- 
munication. Will this move work? 

Younger crowds may not even recognize 
some of the faces put on stamps currently 
because the person may have been gone long 
before their time. This new rule will definitely 
keep younger people excited about seeing 
people of interest that 
they actually can recog- 
nize. Who’s going to be 
the current stars to get 
this recognition? Jay- 
Z? Beyonce? Denzel 
Washington? Michael 
Jordan? No one knows 
as of now, but those 



are my first choices. These are all people who 
have made and impact on recently and influ- 
ence people with everything they produce of 
say. 

Will this new scheme to bring more money 
in from a younger crowd work? We will have 
to wait and see, but until then people can 
only guess who is going to be the first living 
person placed on a stamp. That’s going to 
be quite an accomplishment for anyone. Let 
me know in my comments who you think is 
going to the first one, and let me know what 
you think about my 
example stamps 
above. 



www.talonnews360.net 7 






RFSTA UHANT 



“With humor and creativity all its own, Connected illuminates 
the issues that affect us all..." -Al Gore 

ibnnecfeS 



an auto >hy about 

iove, death & technology 



Serving Breakfast 
Starting October lit 



Monday - Friday 

Gum. Id 11 am 

Saturday & Sunday 

7 j m to 11 am 



Lunch iiuLftipji. 
Dinner 3 pm p-jo pm. 



(BIG) 942 - 4999 




m East 135th it. 


Follow Ue f 


Kansas City, MO G4145 



Lori Wright and Peggy Medina 
Slight Discomfort 

October 21 - December 9, 201 1 
Opening Reception: Friday, October 21, 
5-8 p.m. 

THORNHILL GALLERY 

Gallery Hours: Monday-Thursday, 1 0 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, 1 0 

a.m.-3 p.m. & by appointment 

For information: Marci Aylward, 81 6.501 .3653 



Counseling & Career Services Open Houses 2011-201? 



Fall 2011 

October 27 th - Business Majors 
November 10 th - Education Majors 
November 17 th " Liberal Art Majors 



Spring 2012 

February 9 th - Social Science Majors 
March 8 th -Biology & Computer Science Majors 
April 12 th -Health Profession Majors 
April 26 th -Communication & Art Majors 



Location: Hodes 118 
Times: 2-4 PM 



At these Open Houses, you’ll learn more about: 



Future careers 



Resumes 



Cover letters 



Interview skills 



Snacks and prizes will be provided! 
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What kind of doctor do you want to be? 

http:/ /beadcxlondevdatiiedu 



CLEVELAND 

CHIROPRACTIC 

COLLEGE 

Kansas City 



1-800-467-CCKC 

UK* r - 



G,A.P. 



CASINO NIGHT 




A Mardi Gras Festival hits Avila University 

By Talon Team 




The week of October 3-8 
was full of different types of 
activities to get the students and 
faculty members in the spirit of 
Homecoming! This years theme 
was Mardi Gras. Organizations 
were decorating signs all week 
for Eagle Madness that was held 
on Friday night, October 7. Stu- 
dents all week were voting for 
Homecoming King and Queen 
and the nominees for Queen 
were Kelly Ann Carroll, Teresa 
Kuppinger, Emilee Bickleman, 

Madison Hughes, Jessica Clutter, 
and Katie Poulin. The nominees 
for King were David Fuller, Leon Haenel, 
Lyle Uttley, Paul Hillbrand, and Robert 
Cline. It was a great group of students. 

Eagle Madness on Friday night in Mabee 
Fieldhouse was full of entertainment and it 
opened with Mad Chad the chainsaw jug- 
gler, which was an awesome show that kept 
the crowd very entertained. There was also 
a balloon artist, games & prizes, and snow 
cones for everyone all around the track. 
After the chainsaw juggler, the homecoming 
nominees and seniors of each sport were 



recognized. The dance team did their annual 
boy-girl dance with the boys of their choice 
and also did a dance with the cheerleaders. 

It was a great Friday night to get ready for 
the homecoming football game on Saturday, 
October 8 against Baker University. Unfor- 
tunately, the boys took a loss but showed 
a great effort. There were so many people 
there to support. 

During halftime of the game, Homecom- 
ing King and Queen were crowned. This 
year Avila’s King and Queen were Paul 
Hillbrand and Emilee Bickleman. Paul 
Hillbrand is a senior on the soccer team and 
Emilee Bickleman is a senior on 
the softball team. It was such a 
proud moment for both of them. 
Congratulations ! 

This year’s homecoming was a 
great week of spirit for the student 
and faculty of Avila University! 
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Culture to Cuisine 

By Emilee Bickleman 

Walking into Marian Center for lunch 
on September 22 was a lot different from 
any other ordinary day. “It was a lot more 
organized this year and I could actually see 
all the different types of food to try,” says 
junior Amelia Aubuchon. There were tables 
wrapping around the cafeteria that had all 
different kinds of food from good ole’ 

Kansas City Bar-B-Q to food from Saudi 
Arabia. Junior Diane Winter says, “It was 
interesting to try the different food and 
break out of my shell.” The line wrapped 
around the cafeteria of students and faculty 
members interested in trying food from all 
the different cultures. 

The lunch was open and free to anyone 
that was interested in trying the foods 
from all the different countries. It was fun 
for everyone, along with the international 
students that prepared their native cuisines. 

“It was cool seeing how the international 
students were excited to share their culture 
with us,” says Diane. Along with the food 
there was entertainment from a local steel 
drum band to set the international mood. 

Amelia says, “It set the mood for the 
celebration and it was fun to listen to while 
I ate.” The Food and Culture celebration 
was a big part of our Avila’s Peace Week 
celebration! 






Students and faculty enjoyed that many 
cusines there were to offer. 



www.talonnews360.net 11 




Rememfc 




“She was someone 
you could always have 
an intelligent and 
stimulating conversation 

with.’’ 



a Talente< 

By Felicia DePriest 

Sunday, October 2, Avila held 
a mass in the memory of Sister 
Martha Smith. Sr. Martha, a for- 
mer Avila professor, passed away 
on May 9, 2011, at the age of 82. 

Sr. Martha was born on Septem- 
ber 7, 1928, in Kansas City, MO. 

In 1947, Sr. Martha became a Sis- 
ter of St. Joseph of Carondelet. 

She earned a master’s degree in 
history from St. Louis University 
in 1959. In 1965, she earned her 
doctorate. 

Sr. Martha was a teacher for 
most of her life. She began teach- 
ing at an elementary level and 
progressed into secondary educa- 
tion. Combined, she taught in the 
classroom for 32 years. It was in 
the classroom that she “taught, 
molded, befriended and inspired 
many.” 

Sr. Martha came to teach at 
Avila University in 1965. While at 
Avila, she challenged students and 
shared with them her knowledge 
and passion of history. It was also 
at Avila that she created long- 
lasting friendships. 

Dr. Coburn, a history profes- 
sor at Avila, first met Sr. Martha 
in 1989. “We would often see 
student teachers together.” 

Dr. Coburn developed a strong 
friendship with her colleague. 

“She was someone you could al- 
ways have an intelligent and stimu- 
lating conversation with,” recalled 
Coburn. “But she was a lot of 
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>ering Sister Martha, 

i and Faithful Woman 



fun. She liked to laugh and so did I. We had 
a good time.” 

Together, Dr. Coburn and Sr. Martha wrote 
a book. The book, Spirited Lives: How Nuns 
Shaped Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836 
- 1920 , aimed to tell the stories of sisters 
who had often been overlook throughout 
history. 

“I didn’t know a lot about Catholic sisters. . . 
therefore, we went and started working in 
archives in a way to create something that 
would put Catholic sisters into American his- 
tory,” explained Coburn. 

“We started researching in May of 1990,” 
said Coburn. Together, the two women trav- 
eled during semester breaks, interviewing sis- 
ters and combing through archives. 

“[Sr. Martha] had the background and the 
experience herself,” shared Coburn. “Even 
though we were very different from our per- 
sonal backgrounds, it was a good combina- 
tion.” 

Martha was not only well-liked by her col- 
leagues, but by her students as well. “Mar- 
tha... she was very intelligent. Very gentle. 
A very good teacher and very well liked by 
students,” said Coburn. 

Sister Marie Joan Harris, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs at Avila, knew Sr. Martha 
as both a colleague and former student. 

“I first came to know Sr. Martha as a stu- 
dent. She taught me World History in the 
novitiate,” said Sr. Marie. “She was the first 
person to give me a “C” on a paper. She re- 
ally taught me how to write and how to think 
critically.” 

Years after her first encounter with Sr. Mar- 
tha, Sr. Marie joined the Avila faculty. At the 
time, Sr. Martha was teaching an assortment 



of classes, with a focus on European history 
and world civilizations. 

“I see her as a model for her peers and all 
people,” admitted Sr. Marie. “She had that 
ability to come into a classroom and make 
history come alive and make you excited 
about that.” 

Sr. Martha was the recipient of several aca- 
demic awards. She earned the National En- 
dowment for the Humanities Summer Fel- 
lowship in 1984, as well as the Sears Award 
in 1990 that recognized her for “Excellence 
in Teaching and Academic Leadership.” She 
was also awarded the Avila Medal of Honor. 

Sr. Martha retired from AU in 1995. She 
continued to work in the campus library until 
1997. 

Even after retirement, Sr. Martha continued 
to live her life in accordance with God. 

“She was very committed to the Sisters 
of St. Joseph. She certainly represented our 
community well,” said Sr. Marie. “She was a 
person who, in many ways, took the Vatican 
II invitation seriously, and was really a vision- 
ary thinker, in regards to the Church and 
community.” 

Coburn explained that her friend was sim- 
ply a good person. “Martha was someone 
who really felt that people had to find their 
way. She wasn’t going to tell anybody how to 
live or what to do.” 

Sr. Martha Smith was a talented woman of 
faith who was respected by her peers and stu- 
dents. A brilliant woman in many ways, Sr. 
Martha spent her life dedicated to God and 
education. Even in her absence, Sr. Martha 
will continue to impact lives as her message, 
a message of knowledge and faith, is shared 
with the world. 
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Have you heard 

By James Chapman 

Walking into the theater on Saturday night 
wasn’t my ideal place to be on the weekend, 
but as I observed who was attending, I saw 
that it was the ideal place for many others. 

So I grabbed my ticket and was ushered to 
the last row in the top section. I noticed 
that the three other sections were full from 
such a large crowd that was excited to see 
this play, Rumors. 

This “slapstick comedy,” ended up being a 
great way to start off my Saturday night as 
the stage was filled with cigarettes smoke, 
real gunshots, and plenty of alcohol. This 
play consisted of a diverse cast and a script 
that kept everyone on their toes through- 
out. Plenty of sarcasm and jokes to keep 
everyone entertained at every age and that’s 
what I really enjoyed about this play. Direc- 
tor Sidonie Garret did a great job of finding 
perfect personalities to fit each role and 
then having those personalities really shine 
through on the stage. 

Even though in every play there are “lead 
roles,” every person in this play-acted to a 
lead performance. Each person fed off each 



the ‘Rumors’? 



other, making their characters even more 
believable to the viewer and enjoyable. I do 
enjoy watching plays, and this one is going 
to be put in my top 5 in comedies that I 
have seen. I was laughing almost the entire 
time because of the crazy “one liners.” 
Some of the lines were very unexpected, 
but I thought it was a great job by the cast 
to really push the envelope. 

All of this credit cannot just go to the cast 
because the set on stage was really done 
well and a very creative look. The paint- 
ings on the wall looked great and the light 
chandelier above the door impressed me. I 
believe to enjoy a good play the set has to 
light the imagination of the viewers as to 
look at it as a real place rather than just a 
stage, and they did. 

If you did not get a chance to see this play, 
you missed out on a really fun experience 
to see your classmates perform. Luckily this 
will not be the only play this fall, “A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” will be showing 
November 17 th -20 th . For all the Shakespeare 
fans, it could be a very good production. 




Final frame of 
the comedic 
play “Rumors” 
that ended its 
run at Gop- 
pert Theater 
October 9th. 
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The Green Children Foundation 



By Farron Espinoza 




The Green Childrens Foundation was cre- 
ated by Milla Sunde and Marlow Bevan and 
was started it to support microcredit, educa- 
tion and healthcare. Milla is a professional 
singer and songwriter from Norway and 
Marlow Bevan is from Warwick England, 
who is a multi-instrumentalist, and with 
the help of Vidar Jorgensen, the chairman 
of the World Health Care Congress, they 
started this foundation. The foundation 
has two partners, Greeman, a bank and a 
hospital that help those in need, and Whole 
Planet Foundation, an organization that 
helps support communities that supply their 
store, Whole Food Market. 

Milla and Marlow are in a group called 
the Green Children; they both sign and 
write music that they perform. They have 
CD’s and they charge for a concert. They go 
around to schools and other places promot- 
ing the band and the foundation and then 
the money that they gain from their sales 
and their concert goes to help the founda- 
tion. 

Micro credit is a loan that is given to an 
individual who wants to start their own busi- 
ness; this is done through a partnership with 
the Whole Planet Foundation. Once people 
have successfully started their business 
and are creating a profit they are told they 



should pay it back. It was decided to that 
it would be a loan, and not free money for 
two reasons. The first is that many people 
are prideful, and they would not accept free 
money or they would feel ashamed. The sec- 
ond is that this way the money that helped 
one person will help many others, and this 
makes it so the foundation does not only 
run on donations. 

Scholarships are given to about 100 stu- 
dents of different ages that are talented but 
underprivileged. The microloans are also 
given to people so that they can continue 
studying, many of which go to school to be- 
come a doctor, engineer, teacher, or lawyer. 

Also because of this some people pass their 
knowledge or reading and writing to other 
people. 

The Grameen Green Children Hospital 
was opened on the 12th of May in 2008. 

People go to this hospital when they are 
blinded by cataracts. Depending on your 
economic status is how much you would pay 
for this operation. The people who do not 
have the means to pay get the operation for 
free. The reason for which they decided to 
do this was because if people cannot see, 
then they cannot work, which in turn makes 
it so they cannot provide for themselves or 
their family. 
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Witch and Wizard Hunt 




Avila soccer team kick 



Once again, the eagle has anded as the 
Lady Eagles Soccer team took on Grace- 
land University’s Yellow Jackets in Iowa on 
Saturday, October 1 st. This battle royale 
of back and forth scoring kept the fans on 
the edge of their seats. The Yellow Jackets 
took the first goal, but quickly answering 
back, Alyssa D’Egidio, demonstrated that 
laying down is not an option when a Top 
25 rank is at stake. As the first half came 
to a close, a score of 1-1 proved that this 
would be no easy win. 

With the second half well underway the 
Yellow Jackets again scored, but within 



minutes the Lady Eagles rallied together 
to push the ball down the field to allow 
D’Egidio to kick the ball in for score num- 
ber two. The fight continued, back and 
forth, with yellow cards given every now 
and then, through two overtimes and ended 
with a tie score of 2-2. Although the game 
didn’t end in a win, with the help of a roar- 
ing crowd and hard- work the Eagles were 
able to keep their undefeated status and 
come away from the game with heads held 
high because they are still in the running 
for Top 25! 
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Quidditch a new kind of sport 



By: Austin Stockard 

Avila has gone magical. Now there is no 
need to grab your torches and pitchforks. 
The legendary Harry Potter novels have 
not only made witch craft and wizardry a 
good thing, it has also created a new sport. 
Quidditch, a game played in the Harry Pot- 
ter series, is now sweeping the nation and 
has landed at Avila. If you were wandering 
around the student organization fair, you 
might have been asked to participate. 

This sport has elevated and has been trying 
to get ruled as a sport by the National Col- 
legiate Athletic Association (NCAA). Last 
year, over 60 teams from all over 
the country gathered at De Witt 
Clinton Park in New York City for 
the fourth Quidditch World Cup. 
Such prestigious schools as Har- 
vard, M.I.T, Yale, Penn State, and 
Duke see quidditch as one of their 
many extracurricular activities. 

Does quidditch have the power 
to become an actual college sport? 
“No, that is just stupid. No real 
athlete is going to play a sport like 
quidditch in college.” Says Zach 



Smith a junior basketball player. When 
asked if he was a fan of the books Smith 
replied, ‘Well no, but I have seen it played 
in the movies.” So obviously he does not 
know what quidditch is all about. Other 
people are more enthusiastic about having 
a quidditch team at Avila. “It’s Awsome! I 
so want to join the team,” Says Dani Price 
a junior soccer player. Another Avila Soc- 
cer player, Lindsey Sieg, has aspirations of 
greatness, “I am going to be the best seeker 
ever, just like Harry Potter.” 

Wether you love it or hate it the Harry 
Potter series has started a revolution. If you 
were into witchcraft you would have been 
hung or looked at as a satin worshipper. 
Harry has changed all of that. Now wanting 
to be a sorcerer is a very normal thing for 
many people. Quidditch is just a symbol 
that Harry Potter is here to stay. It may not 
get you a scholarship, but who knows we 
may be looking at a future Olympic sport. 

If you are interested in joining the Avila 
quidditch team contact Erica Intfen at 
Avilaquidditch@yahoo. com. 




;s into high gear By Courtni Mayo 
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No Safe House when yoi 

By: Javier Kelty 



In the first week of October, the Kansas 
City film community hosted the eleventh 
annual Kansas International Film Festival. 
With much of KIFF’s influence stem- 
ming from Avila’s own Dotty Hamilton 
and Benjamin Meade, they were able to 
get several of the film makers to speak in 
the Micro Cinema Club’s directors’ panel. 
Being the second year Micro Cinema 
has held a directors’ panel, the turn out 
was much more successful than the year 
before. As always, Dr. Hamilton accom- 
modated a comfortable environment for 
the film makers to answer questions from 
Avila students and faculty (complete with 
concessions) in the Dallavis produc- 
tion studio. The film makers included 
Ukrainian documentary director, German 
narrative director accompanied by one 
of his actors and two novices in the film 
industry. The Talon was able to speak to 
one of the younger film makers to get his 
take on the making movies. 

Rookie film maker, Stephen Schioppo 
coming all the way from Staten Island, 



NY — “home of the mob wives, Wu-Tang 
and Ricky Schroder” — was able to take some 
time after the panel to give The Talon a little 
more insight on the ins and outs of making an 
independent film. Working on a $40,000 bud- 
get with a crew of no more than eight people 
seems like the epitome of a B-movie but this 
innovative young man was able to transform 
these limitations into a full length mob flick. 
Even more impressively was the fact that he 
usually only had four or five people with him 
during a shoot. 

“The Jonas Brothers kept stealing my crew. 
They’d say, ‘I gotta go work on a Jonas Broth- 
ers thing. I’ll be back in a week.’ What are 
you gonna say? They gotta make money too” 
Schioppo explained. 

However, nothing was going to get in the way 
of the completion of A Safe House, Schioppo’s 
first film ever. Naturally this resulted in him 
becoming a “jack of all trades” on his project. 
He directed, wrote, produced, edited and even 
catered the food on the production set. Al- 
though he never attended film school, he did 
enough homework to know just what needed 
to be done to bring his 
vision to life. 

“I knew what I wanted 
and how to take a concept 
and use the tools of movie 
making, lighting, lenses, ac- 
tors, sounds and making it 
something that’s concrete” 
added Schioppo. 

A Safe House is a film 
based on a combination of 
the environment Schioppo 
grew up in and the movie 
making styles that influ- 
enced him as a kid. A 
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I’re Shooting Gangsters! 



Safe House follows a man in his early 
twenties whose gangster father was 
murdered. Now a mob associ- 
ate, the son must go into hiding 
after getting involved in an assault. 
Meanwhile, his mobster uncle tries 
to groom the reluctant protagonist 
to fill his deceased father’s shoes. 

While it’s hard to deny that this is a 
mob genre movie, Schioppo states 
that it’s actually more of a character 
study. He compares it to “a family 
drama. . .only with guns and they’re 
trying to kill each other.” 

“Loving gangster movies, I wanted to 
find a fresh approach to do a gangster 
movie and I thought this would be the 
way to do it. Looking at somebody 
closer to my age in this century and how 
they view the mafia. There’s the myth 
and there’s the reality. The reality was a 
little more interesting than the myth but 
since it was a movie there was definitely 
a mythic quality to it.” 

The movie was made over a span of 
four years. Schioppo started writing 
the screenplay in 2007, shot the film in 
2008, edited it in 2009 and has spent the 
last year touring film festivals. Starting 
with the Hoboken Film Festival in June, 
2011, Schioppo has now entered A Safe 
House in about fifteen festivals across the 
country. 

When asked about his favorite part of 
making the movie, Schioppo reflected 
on the great feeling he had the moment 
he realized his plan had worked. Want- 
ing to be a film maker since adolescence, 
and being exposed to people making a 
living doing it, inspired him to follow his 
dreams as well. 




“I saw Citizen Kane and was very impressed 
with Orson Welles. The next day I saw Mean 
Streets and that sealed the deal. Ever since then, 
that’s what I’ve been wanting to do and I’m do- 
ing it. And having fun while I’m doing it” says 
Schioppo. 

Advice he had for young up and coming film 
makers was to not wait and talk about it. A film 
maker just needs to jump in and make a movie. 
A well stated point he made was that there are 
no excuses anymore. You don’t need a million 
dollars to make a movie. All you need is a little 
bit of money, a lot of hard work and talent. 

“When I’m older and someone asks me what 
I did in my late twenties I’m gonna tell them I 
made a movie” says Schioppo with a grin. 

When he’s finished promoting his current film, 
Schioppo plans on beginning pre-production for 
his next project; a crime thriller with a recession 
themed plot. Until then, though, look for his 
full length feature A Safe House. 

“It’s been proven to make you six inches 
taller, you’ll meet the man or woman of your 
dreams, it makes you a better lover, it makes you 
twenty IQ points smarter and you’ll have Steve 
Schioppo to thank for it.” 
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What I Said 




Hank Williams Jr.and ESPN 



Quiana Haney 



So I’m sure you all have heard the latest news about Hank Williams Jr., well if you 
haven’t I’m here to shed some light on the issue and my thoughts about the decision that 
was made. Hank Williams Jr. is the country singer, who performs the “are you ready for 
some football?” lead in on ESPN’s Monday Night football. Hank Jr. was pulled from the 
program after comparing President Barack Obama to Adolf Hitler in an interview with 
Fox News anchors on Fox 7 Friends. 

In my opinion I think that he should have been dismissed, as one of the voices of 
Monday Night football his view and opinions may look like they are that of the NFL’s 
and ESPN like he is speaking on their behalf as well as his own. Obviously that not true 
that’s why they pulled him. Not only that he is comparing Obama to a cold blooded 
killer, really?? What other choices did Hank Jr. leave ESPN officials with? 

I think this happens all too often, celebrities or people that are high up feel that can 
say whatever. They don’t really think about what the consequences are for saying what- 
ever it is they said. When your in the public eye your always being watched which means 
that you should always be discreet in watch what you say. In this particular case I think 
Hank Jr. new exactly what he was saying and really didn’t care about what anyone felt 
about it. It was what he felt; I guess you can say he spoke from the heart. Yes he used his 
1st Amendment right to say whatever he wanted, but as you can see that using that right 
doesn’t always mean you won’t end up in a situation like this. 

Bottom line; be careful of what you say at all times. It doesn’t matter if you’re a celeb- 
rity or a normal person, words matter. The fact that you are in the public eye means that 
you should try and stray away from subject matters that may evoke emotion, so that you 
won’t say something that might come back to haunt you. It was a smart decision on the 
channels behalf to pull him, television and radio stations pulled Chris Brown commer- 
cials and music after the Rhianna confrontation not wanting that type of image to reflect 
on their company and I think the Hank Williams JR. situation is the same. 

I believe it was a smart PR move on ESPN’s part, I mean what would the president 
think if they would have kept him on? 
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He said what?! 



Above is a video of the interview that caused problems for Hank 
Williams Jr. Hank Williams Jr. has gotten a lot of crap for a recent com- 
ment he made. He was asked what he thought about President Obama’s 
recent golf game with Boehner. Hank Williams Jr. responded that “the 
golf game between Obama and Boehner would be like Hitler playing golf 
with Netanyahu.” The news anchors were instantly put off by this com- 
ment for no reason. Hank Williams Jr. didn’t say anything wrong. There 
was no comparison between Obama and Hitler. His point was that a Re- 
publican and a Democrat getting along would be like Hitler getting along 
with the Israeli Prime Minister. All of the upset is completely ridiculous. 
That was a great analogy to describe the tension between democrats and 
republicans. In response to all of the backlash. Hank Williams Jr. wrote a 
song called “Keep the Change.” 

The bigger question is why do we always ask celebrities their opinion 
on politics. Asking celebrities about politics would be like asking me an 
engineering question. I have no knowledge about that topic just like most 
celebrities don’t know anything about politics. Although, Hank Williams 
Jr. did know what he was talking about. His analogy stumped his inter- 
viewers and left them reeling all because Hitler was mentioned. People 
have gotten way too sensitive. It wasn’t even a comparison to Hitler; it was 
an analogy using Hitler. 

Another sensitive subject is copyright. Beyonce has recendy been in 
trouble for using people’s idea without permission. She says she used their 
material for inspiration, but she neglected to give credit where credit is 
due. All she had to do was somehow acknowledge that she used some- 
one else’s ideas. Although this would keep her out of legal trouble, some 
people would still be upset that their ideas were used. All of our ideas 
come from some sort of inspiration resulting in every idea being partiy 
the result of someone else’s ideas. 

We all need to calm down a little bit and stop overreacting to things 
that don’t matter. Even if Hank Williams Jr. did compare Obama to 
Hider, he has the right to do so. Even if Beyonce stole someone else’s 
choreography, that is between her and the choreographer. There is no 
reason to spend so much time fretting over little issues such as these that 
do not matter or effect our daily lives. 
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Lets Talk About Peace 

Rique Carter 
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I feel very privileged to go to a school that recognizes peace week every year. For me the 
questions that were circulating through my head during this week were: what is peace? Why 
peace important? And why is the peace fair important? What are some strategies to keep the 
peace? The activities on campus and information online helped me find the answer to these 
questions 

In just about every dictionary and online source its peace is defined as some form or tran- 
quility or freedom. At the peace fair there were multiple stands that each had their own take 
on peace which included war- prevention and nuclear waste prevention. My favorite stand 
was one where you were given eight pennies and got to put them in cups that represented 
different values. The cups were health care, education, lower taxes, war prevention, and sup- 
port for the arts, nuclear waste and every current issue under the sun. For me it was a hard 
decision to decide which cups to place my pennies in. I got to talk to Ann Suellentrop who 
was a former Avila student about nuclear waste and she told me that above all else “nuclear 
weapons are the world’s greatest threat to peace” and provided me with pamphlets and read- 
ings about radioactive materials and how they pose a threat to overall peace. A couple from 
the commission on national legislation let me do a brief interview on them until my video 
camera died. 




The peace fair was not the only event that took place to support peace week. On Monday 
there was Constitution Day, and service trips which I was unable to attend but heard spark- 
ing reviews about. Tuesday was the official date of the peace fair that I mentioned earlier. 
Wednesday there was a yoga session that I enjoyed very much. It really helped with my flex- 
ibility since I’m on cheer and was surpisingly calming and the instructor had a lot of experi- 
ence. Thursday everyone on campus got to a free lunch because it was the food and culture 
celebration and there was also a filming that I unfortunately missed. I believe peace week 
was a very important and educational experience to everyone who kept an open mind and 
dived right into it. I’m very excited for next year and will be encouraging everyone I come in 
contact with to support peace week and attend as many activities as they possibly can. 








Last week was peace week on campus and it had many events and fun things 
for students to do. Even though people may have known it was peace week, I 
don’t think many people take the time to really think about the meaning. People 
also have different ideas of what peace is. Peace is not only the absence of war 
and conflict between two or more countries, peace is first developed within the 
community and areas of individual countries. Many countries have people of 
different races, religions, and ethnicities living together. The first step to conflict is 
considering someone to be better or worse than someone else. It’s the difference 
in opinions which is the first step to a disagreement, and simple or small disagree- 
ments can have very large consequences. 

When the question is asked, how do you feel about the ideal of peace, I’m sure 
the average response will be in a positive manner. At the same time, if the ques- 
tion is asked, what you would sacrifice for peace, this answer may vary. In coun- 
tries that have a relatively abundance of resources and wealth, people would be 
shocked to realize that their day to day lives may directly affect the peace in other 
countries. For example, the blood diamonds of Africa. Wealthy people all over the 
world wear diamonds at the expense of peace and safety in other countries. So 
then the question for a wealthy person’s peace would be what are you will to give, 
while the question for poorer persons would be, what you are willing to do. This 
is that difference of opinion I spoke of earlier, and in this example it’s the haves 
versus the have not. 

In my opinion, peace is directly connected to resources. If the average person 
has the ability to gain resources to stabilize their families, the amount of peace 
could be closely related to that. Currently, the happiest country in the world is 
Denmark. The level of peace in this country has been directly connected to three 
factors. The first is the fact that the majority of people in Denmark are nearly 
100% of the same race. The second factor is that 98% of the people share the 
same religion, and the third thing is they have a payment system that pays nearly 
every profession at similar rates. This means these people generally view each 
other as equals, they share similar ideology, and they can peruse a career in things 
based off their interest and not worry about basing it off finance. While this isn’t 
the world answer to peace, it’s just an example of ways people have created peace 
in their communities. Similar communities share similar peace, such as Japan. 

Once the nation has achieved peace from within, this peaceful ripples outward in 
the way they treat others. _ 
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